This is SKYRACK number T4, dated 31lst
January, 1965 ani published by Ron
Bennett unlder the sign of the thicken-
ing correctine at 52 Frirwsys Drive,
Forest L-ne, Hrrrognte, Yorkshire,
inglani. 2/6d for 6 issues; 6 issucs
for 35¢ in the USA(6 issues sent air
: , mnil for T0¢)where subscriptions me
be sent to the man on the spot, Robert uoulson, Route 3, W~bash; Indiana 46G92.
Contributions incluided from Burkhard Bluﬂ Ton Schldck Alan Do4d Peter Vieston,
Kzn Chaslin, Betty Kujawa, Michnel Voorcock, Grzhzm Hell ~nd Archie Mercer.
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N7T7S FROM COMPACT BCCKS. From the present nonth's issues both New Werlds ani
Science Fantzsy sre to be published monthly, inlicating that present elitorisl
policies are proving highly successful. In =~2ddition, the publishers; Comp=zct
* Books, will be shortly introducing a special series of science fiction which

*vill ccver about six titles per year. The first book in the series, The Sundere:’
Worlds by iiichael Moorcock, will appear in March 2n1 it is probable that this
will be followed in M=y by Philip E. High's The Precdigal Sun. New YWorlis is re-
ported tc be now in » position to compete with American publication rates 2nd ie
sccorlingiy vying for le»=ding Americ=n authors. Alrendy ~ccepted has been a new
Jock Vonce story. In addition the mn==zine hsas .2 gecol chonce of a wide U.S. dis-
tribution in the very ne~r future. (1Im)

DFALHD OF OLD TIME FANS. On 30th Novenber Nyrtle Rebecc* Douglas Nolan died in
Crlifornia,; aged 60. ° NS # wrile Perzst In the late thirties
rnd e~rly forties Los Anneles fandom was nrewtlv 40b1nﬁted by two Esper~ntists
Forry Ackerman =and Myrtle Nolan(Mirts Forsto) who was hyper—rctive under the
n=me "Mecrojo," a n=me to be conjurel with in fan history. On 30th December,
0ld-~time NFFF member Bob Frrnham died in D-lton, G~orgiz, a week bzefore his 59th
birthday.. (Ratatosk)

SKYRACK ANNUAL CCMPETITION. A record numnber of entries h-ve nlready been recziv-
ed. Competitcrs r~re invited to devise o programme of 6 items to he presented ot

the 2065 Grlactic Convention, the LonCon XVI. ®ntries whick show origin~lity in

siting the convention, »s shown in th2 prozrzmme will be regmrded frvour-bly.

Closing 3ate 15th Fab, Prize is = year's subscription to Skyrack and 3%1 in c=sh.

FCRTHER TO THT QUARK ARTICLE MZ{TIONED OVERLEAF, = further note from Wnlt Willis:
I grther throush Arthur th-t you »~re printing letters of ccmment on the 1rst Sky-
r-ck, so perhaps you wculd =2llow me space tc say this. I »ccept that in my
phrﬂS1ng of th~t sentence in my rrticzle in Qurrk I betrayed unconscious conceit
~bout the importsnce of my fan col;mn in E.bulz, ~n?1 to th~t axtent your reproof
was fully justified. However., I 't feecl yc you mere justified in using that to
quibble -bout oy statement of =n 1ncontrovvrf tle foct, viz, that the closing cf
ch~nnels of recruitment to frndiom by the genernl cess=tion of fon columns in pro-
zines wns to most est~biished f»ns the rrison “'etre of thc BSF4. Nor to misrep-
_ resent as hostile to new f-ns ani tc Phil Rogers ~s =_.TAFF c~niidate an hcnest
‘ttempt to 2xplain their existence to people who h=d never he~rd of them.

¢ Mercer's November 8th Centerary Competition w=s wen by Ron Bennett(gee!):.
Gene Kujzowa hnve been iavitel tc a Peb 23rd Kingston, Jamnica ball in
H.R.H. Queen Blizaheth, the Queen Mciher.



LAST MONTH I MENTIONED that W-lt Willis' ccluun in Tem Perry's Qu-rk(the Blce-
tion D~y issue, which I believe is nuaber 8)cont~ined » surprisingly narrow
opinion of present dny frndom as well as a factu-l inaccur-cy on the time the
BBFA wrs formed »n? the re=son for its fermation. I h-~ve sincc received =
little corrzsponience on the matter, =s follows: ’

Arthur Thomson: You secm a little hersh on Wrlt. To me fandom in Britain thcse
dnys isn't the frniom I knew and lovedl. And certainly I am somewhat 'out' of
whrtever era of fandoz is in existence at present in Britain.

Bthel Lindsays I was slichtly staggered at your w_ords on Walt, So muddled in
layout, thnt part. I reckon that you wrote it straight on to stcncil. I kept
losing my way among the brackets. I don't think thzat Walt was mezning to be
.snide(I suppose you 4o know that he will be in aconies over what you've written).
He was just honestly reporting the reaction of =n older fan tc that of a new

onc. After living through one era of serious-constructive fenzines it nust

seca weird to him to watch it 211 happening 2l1i over again.

Archie Mercer: I agree with you re Walt's article in Quark of course. I've ' .
written to much the same effect in my l.o0.c. What a contrast that article
ankes to the Willis-Harbtottle dialogue in Gestalt.

Wolt Willis: How can you possibly see that Quark article as being snide or
funny at anyone's expense except my own? I simply came to the rather rueful
conclusion that the Alien editor was a BNF in another fandom, and implied no
more against Phil Rogers. I think a chip on your shoulder must be getting in
your line of vision.

Anl, on a slightly different topic, an? with apologics to lessrs. Grzham and
Carr from whom I filched the icea which resulted in the following, a letter
from Mr. Michael Moorcock: Thank you for letting me have advance news of your
400 word novel about Father Christias being mistaken for an alien. Unfortunate-
1ys; we are stocked up on Father Chrisimas stories for the next twelve years,
ani1 1o not =nticipnte the continuation of the magazine or the world beyoni that
roint. However, if you would care to submit the story, changing the words
'Father Christmas' to'Easter Bunny' we may just heve rooa for it. Could you

10 it in three parts of 133 1/3 words? ([I've tried to do just this, but the
Cheslin influence hss been too great. The words keep coming out as 'Easter
Bruany. ')}

NEWS FROM BIRMINGHA! or "Have an official press hand-out," zs follows: "The
Birwingham SF Group is* looking for e clubroom and would like interested parties
t_o t=ke out a 5/- per year subscription, which will be used to finance the
clubroom., This will m=ake you a member of the Groups you will be cntitled to
attend all mcetings ani programne events if you wish. You will receive a
re7ular bulletin-cun-newsletter if the project comes off, and there will pos-
sibly be other =ivantages. Anyway, we need ths support which you can give us.
Visiting fans will of course be welcomed to Arop in on meeting nights and we
hops that the clubroom, if we get it; will be an advant=ge to fandom as a
whole. Money is not wanted »s yet, but we'd be gremteful if you could drop
Chrrles Winstone a note to say that you'll be willing to sub if and when you
arc o=sked. Thnt's at 71 George Road, Erdington, Birmingham 23." And, =2s Pe-
ieston adds in a persona2l note, "We h-ve hizh hopes on this one, Ron, but r
viously we neel the cash to get the project launched."
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$ARBISTAN 1(Dec 6 43Chnrles Platt, 18E Fitzjohns ive., London HW 352 PADS magn-
zine, available for lectter of comment)A lively first issue with a novel quota-
tion quiz, =rticles, fiction nnd verse. Highlight is a commentary on the Londcn
f~n scene viwed with a jrundiced but criticcl =2nd observant eye. This is by the
editor ~»nd like much of his writing is somewhat controversial but definitely
rendable. A good ~nd balanced first issue.

LINK 2(Nov 643Another PADSzine from Beryl Henley et cie,59 The Fenrnings,Crnbbs
Cross, Rediitch, Worcsgl/-)A fantastic m2lange of the way out. Nay, the W~y
Out. Not quite my own cup of tea, but should that worry nnyons?

ZENITH SPECULATION 7(Dec 64;Peter Weston, 9 Porlcck Crescent,Ncrthfield, Bir-
mingham 31:70pp32/- or 5 for 7/6)Primnrily » science-fiction fan mngszine -nd

.+ an exccllently produced one with artwcrk ~nd criticism of = high professiontl

st~adard. Articles on Heinlein, Pr~ngbern, Blcch ~nd Farm er, with » bonus of
book reviews, lotters, excellent fon commentaries from W-1t %illis -nd Ivor
Lotto. A perfect exsmple of Dick Howett's Garbistnn comment that mngnzines
likg Zenith seck origin~lity whilst Vector drags.

FUSION 1(Jim Gr=nt, 7 Sydney Road, F-irmile, Christchurch, H~nts318pp)An cx-
czllent if somewhnt slim(by tod-y's stﬂndards)first issue with ~n article on
writine sf by Chris Priest =nd =n nppraisnl by John Berry on the works of ERbt.
Silverberg, amply answered by the ~uthor himself. Geool stuff this.

HAVERINGS 18(Ethel Lindsny, Courage House, 6 L-ngley Ave., Surbiton, Surrey.
1/6 or 50¢(!) for two issues;10pp). The fanzine reviewzine, o must for every
Trufan. =

POT POURRI 34/37(J0hn Berry, 31 C-~mpbell F~rk Avenue,Belmont, Belfast 4,
N.Irel=ni)I dcn't know whnat I'v:e Jonz to deserve John seniing me this burdle
of copies of his excellent SAPSzine, but I'm grateful. Comments, opinions ~nd
comnent~ry on subjects.ronging from the Roliing Stoncs to f~n visits at John's
homne, Mon Debris. Ani yes, there's a Geen story thrown in fer good me-sure.
About time thn~t Ketribution was revived. Monthly.

LES SPINGE 14(Jan 653D~ve Hale, 12 Belmont Rd.,Wollescote, Stourbridge,Wcrcs;
Avnailnble for trade, ccntributicrn or letter of comment:105pp)A fontastic start
tc the yeor's frnzinec pile, but how doecs onc review somethinz like this? P~r-
ticul~arly ~fter editorinl comments cbout my rsviewing cnpabilities. Allow me
merely tc list some of the contributors(Ted white, John Berry, Terry Jecves,
Beryl Henley, Mike Mocrcock, Jim Linwood, John Baxter, Jim Cawthorn, George C.
Smit_h, A4lan Burns, Inn Peters, Ch~rles Platt, Ken Cheslin)and slide quietly
sway with the remark thnt a fanzine like this is unfair to lesser editors who
must be disccuraged even in trying tc pick it up.

THE GRYPHON 13(John Fosyter,Pr .oz 57, win, Victiria, Austrnli=)27 pnges of
comment of the Austr~li=n »n? world f-n scene, with Austr~li~n f-n history
thrown in, s are Mike B-1ldwin's comments on = worl?i tour(too much covered in
too little spnce here)for gool mensure,

DOUBLE BILL 11(2nd annish from Bills Bowers & M=1lardi, 214 Mackinaw Ave.,
Akren, Ohio 44313. British ngent is Ch-rles E., Smith whose new adlress -ppe-rs
ovaerlenf, I hope)An excellent Stateside zire which needs no bcosting from ue.
Harry wW-rnar on fanddm, Judith M3rril or M-rk Clifton and nuch more.

YANDRO 142(Juanita & Rbt Coulson nddress elsewhere. British nzent is Alan
Dcdd, 77 Stnnstend EA., Hoilesdon, Herts; 1/6. 4 for 5/-. 12 for 12/-)Monthly
-- »nd how do th ey keep it up! The nixture ~s before —- entertnining.



ubscription expires this issue [/ 7; next issue ZE/
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CHA'GRES OF ADDRESSs Re’? Bogss,PO Becx 57242, Los Angeles, Calif 90057, USA.
John Foyster, 4 Edward St.,Ch=dstone .SE 10,Victoria, Australia. .
Bob Lichtman, Box 1102, Berkeley, Calif 94701, USA(from 10th Feb). 7
Keith & Wendy Freeman, Flat C, 11 Castle Cres.,Reading, Berkshire(to 21st)
——— from 21st Feb: 2 Walmer Close(Off Severn Way),Tilchurst,Reading.
Chas.E.Smithy The School House,The Village School,Culford, nr. Bury St.
; Edmunds, Suffclk,

1965 GERFAN CON will be. held. the weeckend before the Lonlon VWorldeon in Oberur-
sel, nenr Fronkfurt. Little scttled to dnte but there hopes that overseas f-ns
will attend. Hotel prices will be arouni the DM 8(c.14/6 or $2)er merk.

SKIPPETS: Burkh-~rd Bllm reports that = Germen %hy is a Fan? may soon appearss:
.Tom Schluck nnd Wolfgang Thadewald ar¢ planning = trip to the British south
const following nttendance at the Worldcon::: Des Small says that the recent
Gold Star Trrzan book is terribles::Birmingham E~rstcrcon Programme Booklet ad.
rates have been fixed »s follows: &1 per page;l0/- % pnge;5/- quarter page for
fans. Double these rates for professionals. Deailine for copy 14th February,; so
et busy. Copy to Ken Cheslin, 18 Hew Fara Rond,Stourbridge,Worcs:::BBC Eome™
‘Service 16th Jan ran a special sf critique in the World of Books prograame with
Ger=13 Le~ch praicing three new anthologies(nmongst them C~rnell’'s New Writing
11 and ths Aldiss Introducing §E), and stating, as a possible answer to Liver-
pool's hiZebouni Professor Allott, "Man ~nd his infinite expressions are¢ the
znin concerns of science fiction as of all liter~ture.":::The Kujawa holiday wns
c~1le? off hwecouse of family illness::s:Phil D-vis, rcports Bruce Pelz' up =nd
coning Rontatosk, who 4rew the M~ndrnke the M-gicizn strips for 30 years djed of
» henrt attack in Deccember, 2gel 58:::John F, Burke is now writing "hook of the
film" novels ~ni is story elitor for British 20th Contury Fox:ssAl=n Dodd rcports
sceing = cartoon called Split Level Troehouse about »n elephant, s~ys thot the
story was by one Lorz Bourne =2n3 wonders whether this is our Zugene Lrrs:c: Alnn
~1lso reports that duc at the National Pilm Thentre showing of King Kong rccently
John R-msey Cnmpbell -~nd H-rry N-dler and that the George Pel CompanyiMGM)has
purchased the rights on Stapledon's 031d John. M.G.M. have also, it is announced.
bought John Christopher's No Bl=ade of GrassZThe Denth of Grass). I just print
the news ns it coaes in. keaders of The New Futurian will remember the announce-
ment of that very same sale cight yeors =2g0.:3:The Lonion fan house project Tell
through becruse of lack of support:::This issue dedicrted to Miss Ella A.P=rkex
whose Fridry everning 3SFA mcetings receuntly coame to an end after scme four or
five yerrs of continuous fabulous history mrking, a wonderful era in London ~nd
British f~ndom. s

s

SKYRACK T4

froz Ron Bennett

52 Frirways Drive

Harrog=te

Yorkshire - ,
M‘Cf&«u&xd f -

RETURN POSTAGE GNTD'” ét;%’ iVﬁgyﬂ}"

PLOY press Wollow C/,oe)
)a * 5l
TBREV ' Fwao D),
s . : £ssex ..
i




